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Have you filed?
Find out how to start saving on

your home’s property taxes

Abe Skinner, CFA
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Are there any other benefits 
to having a Homestead 
Exemption?
Yes. The Florida Constitution provides for a 3% cap on assessment 
increases on Homesteaded properties which creates what is 
referred to as Save Our Homes exempt value (SOH). SOH exempt 
value is market value you do not pay taxes on due to the capped 
assessed value. The Constitution states that the assessed value 
increase cannot exceed 3% or the Consumer Price Index (CPI), 
whichever is less, each year following the year you received 
homestead exemption.  
Also, in order to qualify for an additional homestead exemption 
of up to $50,000 for persons age 65 years or older, the “household 
income” (cumulative “adjusted gross income”) of all persons living 
in the home cannot exceed the yearly amount as determined by 
the Florida Department of Revenue.  This exemption applies only 
to the property taxes levied by the taxing authority granting the 
exemption and reapplication must be made annually.

What other exemptions are 
available under law?
State law entitles you to apply for an additional exemption as a 
widow or widower. State law also provides that real estate used and 
owned as a homestead by quadriplegic, paraplegic, hemiplegic, 
or other total and permanently disabled person who must use 
a wheelchair for mobility, or is legally blind and can produce a 
certificate stating this from a licensed Florida physician or the 
Veterans Administration will be exempt from ad valorem taxation. 
This is dependent upon the fact that the income of all persons 
residing upon the homestead does not exceed the yearly amount as 
determined by the Florida Department of Revenue. Quadriplegic 
persons are exempt from the income requirement.
And state law additionally provides that real estate used and 
owned as a homestead by a veteran, honorably discharged with 
service-connected total and permanent disability, and having a 
homestead letter from the U.S. Veterans Administration confirming 
this disability, will be exempt from ad valorem taxation, provided 
the veteran was a permanent Florida resident prior to January 1 of 
the tax year for which they are claiming the exemption.

What if I moved?
Homestead Exemption does not automatically transfer. A new 
application must be filed if you have moved during the year. 
Beginning with the 2008 tax year, property owners were able 
to transfer all or some of their Save Our Homes (SOH) exempt 
value up to $500,000. For example, in order to qualify for 2011 
portability, all owners must have abandoned the previously 
homesteaded property in 2010 and have qualified for a 2011 
homestead exemption on the new residence. Application for the 
portability must be made in the county where your new residence 
is located.
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Did you build or buy a new 
residence?
If you move into a new home or condo and it is your primary 
residence, you may qualify for the homestead exemption and the 
cap on the assessment increase, which starts the year following 
the first year you are granted the homestead exemption.
If the previous owner had the homestead exemption, they may 
have also been receiving the benefit of the cap on assessment 
increases. However, your assessment will be adjusted to the market 
value the year after you purchased. Therefore, your assessment 
and taxes may not reflect what the previous owner paid. It is very 
important that you do not miss the opportunity to file for your 
own homestead exemption as soon as you qualify.

What do I need to do?
All persons seeking Homestead Exemption must com plete an 
original application form in person at the office of the Property 
Appraiser.
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Where can I file?
You can file at the Property Appraiser’s main office week days from 8 a.m. to 
5 p.m. or in Golden Gate and North Collier office from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
In addition, the office sets up various locations during January and 
February. Check your local newspaper for locations or call the office.

What information do I need 
to bring with me?
•	 A		recorded	deed	or	tax	bill	in	your	name.
•	 Florida	driver’s	license.
•	 Florida	auto	tag	registration.
•	 If	you	are	a	registered	voter,	a	Collier	County	voter		 	

registration card.
•	 Social	Security	numbers	for	applicant	and	spouse.
•	 A	Declaration	of	Domicile	filed	with	Clerk	of	the	Circuit	Court,	

if you have recorded one.
•	 Documentation	from	your	assessor/appraiser	that	any	residency	based	

exemptions on your out of state property have been removed.
•	 If	the	property	is	held	in	a	trust,	a	copy	of	the	trust	is	required	

for review and qualification.
•	 An	applicant	who	is	not	a	U.S.	citizen	must	present	a	resident	

alien card (green card) when they apply.

All documentation must be dated prior to January 1st of the tax 
year for which you are applying for exemption.
If you do not possess these items, please call us for further 
information. If property is jointly owned all owners who reside 
on property should make application.
You must have legal or equitable title to the property and reside there 
as a legal resident of Florida, on or before January 1. There is no time 
limit for Florida residency; not one year, nor 6 months and one day.

When is the deadline for 
applying?
All exemption applications must be filed by March 1. Our office 
accepts prefiled applications throughout the year so that you might 
avoid long lines at the regular filing time.

Can I get Homestead 
Exemption on a mobile home?
Yes, you may if you own the land and the mobile home is 
permanently affixed. When applying, you must bring in the title 
or registration to the mobile home.

Is there any appeal if I miss 
the deadline?
Yes. You may file a late application for Homestead Exemption in 
person at this office until the last day to file a petition with the 
Value Adjustment Board (VAB). 
At that time, you will also apply to the Value Adjustment Board to 
approve the late application. This panel or a special magistrate will hear 
your reasons for not filing in a timely manner and make a determination 
whether or not your application can be approved for that tax year.
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Dear Homeowner:

If you own property which you use 
as your permanent residence, you 
may file for Homestead Exemption. If 
granted, this exemption would reduce 
the taxable value of your homestead 
by $25,000 for school taxes and by 
$50,000 for non-school taxes.

As a result, you would enjoy a substantial savings on the 
taxes levied against your property by the various taxing 
authorities.

Regular filing begins on January 1 and ends on March 1 
each year. However, our office accepts prefiled applications 
throughout the year so that you might avoid long lines at 
the regular filing time for Homestead Exemption.

Sincerely,

Abe Skinner; C.F.A.
Collier County Property Appraiser
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Homestead Exemption  

A person who, on January 1, has the legal title or beneficial title in equity to real property in this state
and who in good faith makes the property his or her permanent residence or the permanent
residence of another or others legally or naturally dependent upon him or her, is entitled to an
exemption. Once granted, you are entitled to a reduction of up to $50,000 from the assessed value of
your dwelling.

 
To qualify you must be a permanent resident of Florida as of January 1st of the year in which you
apply for the exemption. Florida law does allow new homestead applications to be filed prior to
January 1st of the year the exemption is to be effective. However, pre-filed applications will only be
accepted after March 1st of each year for the succeeding year.

 
Florida Statutes allow only one Homestead Exemption per "family unit." This means that anyone
applying for the Homestead Exemption in Collier County would not be legally entitled to receive the
exemption if they or their spouse are receiving residency-based exemption(s) in another state. This
includes veterans and senior citizen exemptions.

 

All of the following items are required as proof of legal residence:

1. Evidence of ownership (deed, tax receipt, etc.)
2. Social Security numbers for all applicants and spouses; as required by F.S. Section 196.011(1)
3. Collier County Voter Registration (if you vote) dated prior to January 1st
4. Florida Driver License dated prior to January 1st
5. Florida Vehicle Registration dated prior to January 1st

Optional: Declaration of Domicile filed with the Clerk of the Circuit Court prior to January 1st of the
year of application.

 

Additional information may be necessary:

1. If not a U.S. citizen, a resident alien "green" card.
2. If your property is held in trust, a complete copy of the trust agreement.
3. If your residence is a mobile home, the real property decal number and a copy of the

registration or title to the mobile home.
4. If you or your spouse benefitted from a residency based exemption on an out of state property,

a document from that government office stating the exemption has been removed will be
required.

When and Where to File:

New applications for Homestead Exemption for the current year must be made in person prior to
March 1st at the Property Appraiser’s office or at select locations during the regular homestead filing
period. If you move, you must file a new application for homestead at your new residence. It

Go Back
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does not automatically transfer. 
 

Immokalee Office:        106 1st Street South, Immokalee, FL 34142 Open first and third Monday of the
Month only 9-12, 1-4 Walk ins only
Our locations are as follows:

  
 
 

Main Office:
  

  
  
 

3950 Radio Rd., Naples, FL 34104 
 Open Mon-Fri 8-5 

 239-252-8141 tel 
 239-252-2071 fax

   
Orange Blossom Office:

  
  
  
 

2335 Orange Blossom Dr., Naples, FL 34109
 Open Mon-Fri 9-6

 239-252-4444 tel
 239-252-5984 fax

   
Golden Gate City Office:

  
  
  
 

4715 Golden Gate Pkwy., Naples, FL 34116 
 Open Mon-Fri 9-1, 2-6 

 239-252-8193 tel 
 239-348-3590 fax

   
Immokalee Office:

  
  
  
 

106 1st Street South, Immokalee, FL 34142 
 Open first and third Monday of the Month only 9-12, 1-4

  
 

Please remember, that property owners who are not eligible for the current year but will be eligible for
the following year, may pre-file for the exemption any time after March 1st. 



ORIGINAL APPLICATION FOR HOMESTEAD 
AND RELATED TAX EXEMPTIONS 

 

Permanent Florida residency required on January 1. 
Application due to property appraiser by March 1. 

 
 

      

*Disclosure of your social security number is mandatory. It is required by section 196.011(1)(b), Florida Statutes. The social security number 
 will be used to verify taxpayer identity and homestead exemption information submitted to property appraisers. 

 
Continued on page 2  

County       Tax Year       Parcel ID        

I am applying for homestead exemption, $25,000 to $50,000      New               Change        

Do you claim residency in another county or state?    Applicant?   Yes  No Co-applicant?   Yes  No 

 Applicant Co-applicant/Spouse 
Name             

*Social Security #             

Immigration #             

Date of birth             

% of ownership             

Date of permanent 
residency 

            

Marital status   Single    Married    Divorced    Widowed 
Homestead address 
      

Mailing address, if different 
      

Legal description 
      Phone        

Type of deed        Date of deed         Recorded: Book       Page        Date        

Did any applicant receive or file for exemptions last year?  Yes    No 

Previous address:        

Please provide as much information as possible. Your county property appraiser will make the final determination.

Proof of Residence Applicant Co-applicant/Spouse 
Previous residency outside Florida 
and date terminated 

      date            date       

FL driver license or ID card number       date            date       

Evidence of relinquishing driver 
license from other state 

            

Florida vehicle tag number             

Florida voter registration number (if 
US citizen) 

      date            date       

Declaration of domicile, enter date        date             date       

Current employer             

Address on your last IRS return 
 

            

School location of dependent children             

Bank statement and checking 
account mailing address 

            

Proof of payment of utilities at 
homestead address 

 Yes  No  Yes  No 

Name and address of any owners not residing on the property  
      

DR-501 
R. 01/18 

Rule 12D-16.002, 
F.A.C 

Eff. 01/18 

LEE



 
 

In addition to homestead exemption, I am applying for the following benefits. 
See page 3 for qualification and required documents. 

By local ordinance only: 

   Age 65 and older with limited income (amount determined by ordinance) 

   Age 65 and older with limited income and permanent residency for 25 years or more  

  $500 widowed      $500 blind      $500 totally and permanently disabled 

  Total and permanent disability - quadriplegic 

  Certain total and permanent disabilities - limited income and hemiplegic, paraplegic, 
wheelchair required, or legally blind 

  Disabled veteran discount, 65 or older 

  Veteran disabled 10% or more 

  Disabled veteran confined to wheelchair, service-connected 

  Service-connected totally and permanently disabled veteran or surviving spouse 

  Surviving spouse of veteran who died while on active duty 

   First responder totally and permanently disabled in the line of duty or surviving spouse 

  Surviving spouse of first responder who died in the line of duty 

Other, specify:        

I authorize this agency to obtain information to determine my eligibility for the exemptions applied for.  I 
qualify for these exemptions under Florida Statutes.  I own the property above and it is my permanent 
residence or the permanent residence of my legal or natural dependent(s). (See s. 196.031, Florida 
Statutes.) 

I understand that under section 196.131(2), F.S., any person who knowingly and willfully gives false 
information to claim homestead exemption is guilty of a misdemeanor of the first degree, punishable by 
imprisonment up to one year, a fine up to $5,000, or both.  

I certify all information on this form and any attached statements, schedules, etc., are true and correct to 
the best of my knowledge as of January 1 of this year. 

 
 ___________________________________________   __________________________________  
  Signature, applicant  Signature, co-applicant  

 Date         Phone         Date         Phone        
 
                   ________________             ________ 
Signature, property appraiser or deputy Date Entered by                                            Date 
 

Penalties 
The property appraiser has a duty to put a tax lien on your property if you received a homestead 
exemption during the past 10 years that you were not entitled to. The property appraiser will notify you 
that taxes with penalties and interest are due.  You will have 30 days to pay before a lien is recorded. If 
this was not an error by the property appraiser, you will be subject to a penalty of 50 percent of the unpaid 
taxes and 15 percent interest each year (see s. 196.011(9)(a), F.S.). For special requirements for estates 
probated or administered outside Florida, see s. 196.161(1), F.S. 

The information in this application will be given to the Department of Revenue. Under s. 196.121, F.S., 
the Department and property appraisers can give this information to any state where the applicant has 
resided. Social security numbers will remain confidential under s.193.114(5), F.S.  

 

Contact your local property appraiser or 
visit the Department of Revenue’s website at http://floridarevenue.com/property/ 

DR-501 
R. 01/18 

Page 2 



EXEMPTION AND DISCOUNT REQUIREMENTS 

Homestead   Every person who owns real property in Florida on January 1, makes the property his or her permanent 
residence or the permanent residence of a legal or natural dependent, and files an application may receive a property tax 
exemption up to $50,000. The first $25,000 applies to all property taxes. The added $25,000 applies to assessed value over 
$50,000 and only to non-school taxes. 

Your local property appraiser will determine whether you are eligible. The appraiser may consider information such as the 
items requested on the bottom of page 1. 

Save our Homes (SOH) Beginning the year after you receive homestead exemption, the assessment on your home cannot 
increase by more than the lesser of the change in the Consumer Price Index or 3 percent each year, no matter how much 
the just value increases. If you have moved from one Florida homestead to another within the last two years, you may be 
eligible to take some of your SOH savings with you. See your property appraiser for more information. 

This page does not contain all the requirements that determine your eligibility for an exemption. 
Consult your local property appraiser and Chapter 196, Florida Statutes, for details. 

Added Benefits Available for Qualified Homestead Properties 

 Amount Qualifications Forms and Documents* Statute 
Exemptions 

Local option, age 65 and older 

Determined by 
local ordinance 

Local ordinance, limited 
income 

Proof of age 
DR-501SC, household income 

196.075 
The amount of the 

assessed value 

Local ordinance, just value 
under $250,000, permanent 
residency for 25 years or 
more. 

DR-501SC, household income 

Widowed  $500  Death certificate of spouse 196.202 

Blind $500  Florida physician, DVA*, or SSA** 196.202 

Totally and Permanently Disabled $500 Disabled Florida physician, DVA*, or SSA** 196.202 

 All taxes Quadriplegic 2 Florida physicians or DVA* 196.101 

 All taxes 

Hemiplegic, paraplegic, 
wheelchair required for 
mobility, or legally blind 
Limited income 

DR-416, DR-416B, or  
letters from 2 FL physicians  
(For the legally blind, one can be an 
optometrist.)  
Letter from DVA*, and  
DR-501A, household income 

196.101 

Veterans and First Responders Exemptions and Discount 

Disabled veteran discount, age 65 
and older 

% of disability Combat-related disability  
Proof of age, DR-501DV 
Proof of disability, DVA*, or  
US government 

196.082 

Veteran, disabled 10% or more 
by misfortune or during wartime 
service 

Up to $5,000 
Veteran or surviving spouse of 
at least 5 years 

Proof of disability, DVA*, or  
US government 

196.24 

Veteran confined to wheelchair, 
service-connected, totally disabled 

All taxes Veteran or surviving spouse  
Proof of disability, DVA*, or  
US government 

196.091 

Service-connected, totally and 
permanently disabled veteran or 
surviving spouse 

All taxes Veteran or surviving spouse  
Proof of disability, DVA*, or  
US government  

196.081 

Surviving spouse of veteran who 
died while on active duty 

All taxes Surviving spouse 
Letter attesting to the veteran’s 
death while on active duty 

196.081 

First responder totally and 
permanently disabled in the line 
of duty or surviving spouse 

All Taxes 
First responder or surviving 
spouse 

Proof of Disability, employer 
certificate, physician’s certificate 
and SSA** (or additional physician 
certificate) 

196.102 

Surviving spouse of first 
responder who died in the line of 
duty 

All taxes Surviving spouse 
Letter attesting to the first 
responder’s death in the line of duty

196.081 

Department of Revenue (DR) forms are available at http://floridarevenue.com/dor/property/forms/.  
*DVA is the US Department of Veterans Affairs or its predecessor. **SSA is the Social Security Administration. 
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FLORIDA HOMESTEAD EXEMPTION
OFFICIAL TIMELY FILING PERIOD JANUARY 1 – MARCH 1

LATE FILED APPLICATIONS ACCEPTED UP TO 25 DAYS AFTER THE MAILING
OF THE TRUTH IN MILLAGE NOTICE (TRIM Notice) – If you believe you may qualify
– apply immediately.

Florida law requires that application be made by March 1st (late filed accepted and
processed in accordance with current Florida law) to be eligible for up to a $50,000
Homestead Exemption. Only new applicants or those who had a change of residence need
apply. Automatic renewals are mailed in January each year.

Download Homestead Exemption Application PDFs

What Is A Homestead Exemption?

Homestead Exemption is a constitutional benefit of up to a $50,000 exemption removed
from the assessed value of your property. It is granted to those applicants who possess title
to real property and are bona fide Florida residents living in the dwelling and making it
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their permanent home on January 1. Documentation that proves you were a resident at the
homestead property is required.

Rental of the Homestead Property Property owners who receive the homestead exemption
on their residence need to be aware that personally renting their property or renting through
home-sharing or collaborative consumption companies may constitute abandonment and,
therefore, loss of the homestead tax exemption. Renting typically means exclusive use by a
tenant on a temporary, seasonal or annual basis. If you plan to rent, please contact the
appropriate legal advisers to be sure that you do not jeopardize your homestead exemption.
Relinquishing your homestead exemption will increase your property taxes.

Value Limitations (caps) Properties granted homestead exemption automatically receive the
“Save Our Homes” benefit. This is a constitutional benefit approved by the Florida voters
in 1992. It places a limitation of 3% on annual assessment increase on homestead properties
beginning with the 1995 tax year. For properties granted homestead exemption in the prior
years, that assessed value will be the base value for the implementation of “Save Our
Homes". Thereafter, the assessed value will not increase more than 3% or the Consumer
Price Index, whichever is less. Exceptions to that limitation include new additions or
construction that escaped taxation in the past. When a homestead property sells, the
assessed value returns to fair market value in the year following the sale. That value
assessment then becomes the new owner/homestead applicant’s base value for “Save Our
Homes” purposes.

INFORMATION/DOCUMENTATION IS REQUIRED IN ORDER TO
FILE FOR ANY EXEMPTION - PERMANENT FLORIDA
RESIDENCY, OWNERSHIP AND OCCUPANCY** OF THE
PROPERTY AS YOUR PRIMARY HOMESTEAD PROPERTY IS
REQUIRED AS OF JANUARY 1

You may file for your homestead exemption by mail, in person or on-line at www.leepa.org.
If filing online, please read on-line filing instructions carefully to determine eligibility. If
you are filing by mail, you may download an application form, complete same, attach
required documentation and mail the form to our office. If you are not a registered voter
and cannot provide a photocopy of your recorded Declaration of Domicile, you must visit
the Appraiser’s office to complete this form for recording. Contact info: E-mail:
Exemptions@leepa.org, Phone: 239-533-6100, physical location: Constitutional Complex,
2480 Thompson St, 4th floor, Fort Myers Florida 33901 between the hours of 8:30 a.m. and
5:00 p.m. Monday through Friday.

To be eligible to receive the homestead exemption you must own the property (have
legal title/interest) and permanently reside on/occupy the property. You must be able
to document that you resided at your homestead property as of January 1 by
providing proof of issuance of a Florida Driver’s license and Lee County Voter
registration (both showing the homestead address as the residence address of record).
Non-voters must complete a Declaration of Domicile (available in our office).
Additional information is required and described below. Please review the following
information carefully.

1. Applicants must hold a valid Florida Driver’s License. If you apply in person,
provide the original license at the time you make application. If filing by mail
provide a photocopy in lieu of the original. You must provide a photocopy of the
front and back of the license. Refer to F.S. 322.19 for requirements for name/address
changes associated with your driver’s license or Florida I.D. card. A Florida I.D.
Card can be used ONLY if you do not hold a driver’s license in any other
jurisdiction. (A “Valid in Florida ONLY” license is not acceptable).

https://www.leepa.org/Commercial/Questionaires.aspx
https://www.leepa.org/mobile/mobilehome.aspx
https://www.leepa.org/systems/DataSales.aspx
https://www.leepa.org/systems/Codes.aspx
https://www.leepa.org/Default.aspx
mailto:Exemptions@leepa.org
http://www.leg.state.fl.us/Statutes/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&Search_String=&URL=0300-0399/0322/Sections/0322.19.html
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2. Florida vehicle license plate (tag) number is required and must be registered in
the name of each applicant. If you own multiple vehicles, at least one vehicle must
be registered in Florida. Leased vehicles must be registered in Florida. Company
owned vehicles do not require Florida registration (license tags).

3. If you ARE a U.S. Citizen – provide your Lee County Florida Voter’s
Registration Card or – if you do not vote - you will be required to complete and
record a Declaration of Domicile. Your voter ID address must be that of your new
homestead address. If you have not already recorded a domicile, you may obtain the
domicile form at the Appraiser’s Office. Non-voters are unable to file on-line.

4. Proof of U.S. Citizenship may be required. IF YOU ARE NOT A U.S. CITIZEN –
you must possess a valid Permanent Resident Alien Card or proof that your card has
been approved. Proof of asylum is also accepted. A Declaration of Domicile must be
recorded in Florida. Temporary visas and work visas do not qualify. To apply by
mail, you must submit a legible copy of the front and back of your permanent
resident card and a copy of the recorded declaration of domicile. See Item #3 (above)
for information on /recording the Declaration of Domicile. (Must be Issued as of 1/1)

5. Social Security Number is required for all applicants and the spouse of all
applicants. If married, you must provide your spouse’s Social Security number
even though the spouse is not an owner of the property and is not applying for
exemption.

6. Date of birth for applicant(s).
7. Proof of ownership – copy of Lee County tax bill or recorded Deed to prove

ownership of the property on which you are making exemption application.
Ownership in Trust requires copy of Trust/Certificate of Trust/proof of applicant
qualifications as stated in Trust. Trustees must sign the application as Trustee, i.e.
John Doe, Trustee of John Doe Trust.

8. Proof that you (or your spouse) do not receive a residency based exemption or
tax credit in another jurisdiction –You cannot claim a residency based
homestead exemption, tax credit or rollback in any other state or county while
receiving the homestead exemption in Lee County. In addition, if you are married,
your spouse cannot receive exemption, tax credit or rollback in any other jurisdiction
unless you have documentary evidence to prove a separation of the family unit.
Section 6 (b) Article VII, FL Constitution states that not more than one exemption
shall be allowed any individual or family unit. To document removal of any other
exemptions, a statement from the jurisdiction indicating either there are no residency
based benefits being applied, or if there were residency based tax credits or
exemptions being applied they have been removed is required. You may use this
document: Out of State Exemption Removal Form to comply with this requirement.
You will be asked to sign an affidavit stating that you have been informed of the
policy regarding multiple exemptions and that you are responsible for removing any
other exemption in order to qualify in Lee County. Additional information may be
required.

9. Upon qualifying for Florida Homestead exemption, any state tax returns filed in your
name must be filed as a non-resident or part–time resident of that state in order to
continue to qualify as a Florida resident. Contact your CPA or tax preparer for
information on filing out of state tax returns once you become a Florida resident.
Proof of filing a state return as a part –time or non-resident may be required when
updating your exemption qualifications.

Who Is Eligible to File for an Exemption?

Those individuals whose names appear on the deed and who reside on the property as of
Jan. 1 and who are bona fide Florida residents as of January 1 are eligible to file. Seasonal
or temporary rental of the homestead may be considered abandonment of the homestead
exemption – contact the PA Office for information.

http://www.flsenate.gov/Laws/Constitution#A7S06
http://leepa.org/webforms/Exemption/OutofStateExemptionRemoval.pdf
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* Regardless of the type of tenancy, it is recommended that all persons whose names
appear on the deed and reside on the property apply for the exemption to safeguard your
benefits from ownership changes in the future due to death, divorce or other changes.
Properties that are used as rental property (seasonal or annual) do not qualify as
homestead property. Please contact the appraiser for more information on rentals.

Visit our website or contact our office for additional exemption
information; you may be entitled to exemptions other than those listed
below:

SENIOR EXEMPTION: All residents of Lee County, 65 years of age or older as of
Jan 1, whose annual adjusted gross household income does not exceed mandated
income limitation may qualify. Income limits are adjusted annually (Senior
Instructions and download forms). Information on the current income limit for this
exemption and more information on the CPI can be found here.
$500 WIDOW/WIDOWER’S EXEMPTION - To file for Widow or Widower’s
Exemption you must be a widow or widower prior to JANUARY 1st of the tax year
and provide proof of your spouse’s death. Divorced persons do not qualify for this
exemption.
$500 DISABILITY EXEMPTION – Veteran / Non Veteran – Florida residents
who provide proof of total and permanent disability or proof of legal blindness may
qualify. Certification from two professionally unrelated Florida physicians or a
statement from the Division of Blind Services is required. Income verification is not
required. (Physician’s Certification of Disability forms are available in our office or
can be downloaded the form: DR-416 Form).
SURVIVING SPOUSE OF FIRST RESPONDER WHO DIED IN THE LINE
OF DUTY EXEMPTION – Any real estate that is owned and used as a homestead
by the surviving spouse of a first responder who died in the line of duty while
employed by the state or any political subdivision of the state, including authorities
and special districts, and for whom a letter from the state or appropriate political
subdivision of the state, or other authority or special district, has been issued which
legally recognizes and certifies that the first responder died in the line of duty while
employed as a first responder is exempt from taxation if the first responder and his or
her surviving spouse were permanent residents of this state on January 1 of the year
in which the first responder died.
VETERAN $5,000 DISABILITY EXEMPTION – An honorably discharged ex-
service member designated as 10 % through 99% disabled due to war-time or by
service connected misfortune may qualify. The surviving spouse of the veteran may
also qualify to receive this exemption. (Provide documentation from VA indicating
percentage of service connected disability).
VETERAN – TOTAL AND PERMANENT DISABILITY EXEMPTION – An
honorably discharged veteran with total and permanent service-connected disability
may qualify for total exemption of ad-valorem taxes. (Provide documentation from
VA stating service-connected total and permanent disability).
VETERAN EXEMPTIONS - ADDITIONAL exemptions available to qualifying
veterans over age 65 and to qualifying deployed military personnel – contact our
office for more information.
TOTAL EXEMPTION OF HOMESTEAD PROPERTY FROM AD VALOREM
TAXATION - Section 196.101, F.S. provides that real estate owned by any
quadriplegic is exempt from taxation – there is no income limitation for
quadriplegics. Paraplegic, hemiplegic, or other totally and permanently disabled
persons, who must use a wheel chair for mobility, or are legally blind and produce
certification of that fact shall be exempt from ad valorem taxation - Income limitation
applies – proof of gross income is required and or other official certification of

https://www.leepa.org/Exemption/DownloadSeniorExemptionForms.aspx
http://floridarevenue.com/property/Documents/AdditionalHomesteadExemptions.pdf
https://floridarevenue.com/property/Documents/Save%20Our%20Homes.pdf
https://www.leepa.org/WebForms/Exemption/DR416.pdf
https://www.leepa.org/Exemption/VeteranExemptions.aspx
http://www.leg.state.fl.us/Statutes/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&Search_String=&URL=0100-0199/0196/Sections/0196.101.html
https://floridarevenue.com/property/Documents/DisabilityIncomeLimits.pdf
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disability is required. (Florida Physician’s Certification of Disability forms are
available in our office or can be downloaded from our website).

It is the responsibility of every taxpayer to annually verify their exemption / SOH
portability status and notify the Appraiser of any corrections. The Notice of Proposed Taxes
(TRIM Notice) mailed each year in mid-August documents your exemption and SOH
status. Review your exemption and/or portability status on the Notice of Proposed taxes. If
your exempt status is not documented on the Notice, contact our office immediately.
Failure to provide all qualifying documentation no later than the deadline stated on the
TRIM Notice will result in the loss of your exemption / SOH benefit for the current tax
year. Exemptions are not granted retroactively and are not automatically transferred to your
new homestead. You must apply for exemption and portability of the SOH benefit (if
applicable) any time you purchase and relocate to a new residence. Please govern yourself
accordingly. ** The “Date of Occupancy” is required and is used to determine eligibility.
Date of occupancy isn’t necessarily determined by closing date on your new property or
sale date of your prior residence or the date you make application for exemption. Date of
occupancy is the date you reside on the property and consider the property to be your
permanent and primary residence; issuance of your driver’s license and voter registration at
the homestead address also prove your physical presence as of a specific date and are used
in determining your eligibility.

Where (How) to File for Homestead?

To better serve the residents of Lee County, we are now accepting Homestead Exemption
applications by mail. The letter of instruction and application form may be obtained by
visiting our website at: www.leepa.org. If you prefer to apply in person, you may do so at
our Main Office located at 2480 Thompson Street, 4th floor, Fort Myers, Florida between
the hours of 8:30 a.m. and 5:00 p.m. Monday through Friday. You may submit your
application by mail. Be sure to include all required documentation and information at the
time you mail your application. Incomplete applications cannot be processed and will be
returned to you for completion. Mail your application to Lee County Property Appraiser,
P O Box 1546, Fort Myers, Florida 33902. Timely filed applications must be postmarked
no later than midnight, March 1, of the year in which you qualify for exemption. You may
late file applications which will be processed in accordance with Florida Statutes. If you
believe you may qualify, please file your application immediately.

To apply in person you must apply at 2480 Thompson Street, 4th Floor, Fort Myers,
Florida 33901. Please be sure that you have all the required documentation/information
with you when you visit our office to apply. Hours of operation are 8:30 A.M to 5:00 P.M,
Monday through Friday. The Office of the Property Appraiser is closed in observance of
scheduled holidays as per the Board of Lee County Board of County Commissioners.
Please refer to our “List of Observed Holidays” on the home page of our website at
www.leepa.org.

You may visit your public library to download an application or to file
on-line

The Lee County Tax Collector's Office does not provide exemption application forms and
cannot assist you in filing an exemption.

MOBILE HOME EXEMPTION

If you hold title to a mobile home and the land on which it is situated and the mobile home
is permanently affixed to the land, you can make application to the Property Appraiser to

https://www.leepa.org/Exemption/NonVeteranDisability.aspx
https://www.leepa.org/Default.aspx
https://www.leepa.org/Default.aspx
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have the property appraised as real property. This application requires you to purchase an
"RP" sticker from the Tax Collector’s Office. You must make application for the sticker
between January 1st and March 1st. Homestead exemption may be allowed if the mobile
home meets the above qualifications and the property owner meets the qualifications for the
exemption.

When no one individual owns the land, as is the case with some mobile home parks, the
park is taxed for the land as a whole (real property) and the improvements to the mobile
home are taxed as Tangible Personal Property. However, you still must buy a yearly "MH"
tag for the mobile home itself from the Tax Collector’s Office.

AGRICULTURAL CLASSIFICATION

An agricultural classification is the designation of land by the Property Appraiser, pursuant
to F.S. 193.461, in which the assessment is based on agricultural use value.

To qualify for Agricultural classification, a return must be filed with the Property Appraiser
between January 1 and March 1 of the tax year. Only the land that is used for a bona fide
agricultural purpose shall be classified agricultural. "Bona Fide Agricultural Purposes"
means good faith commercial agricultural use of the land.

The Property Appraiser, prior to classifying such lands, may require the taxpayer or the
taxpayer’s representative to furnish such information as may reasonably be required to
establish such lands are actually used for a bona fide agricultural purpose.

The Property Appraiser may deny agricultural classification to the following lands:

Lands that are not being used for or diverted from agricultural use
Land that has been zoned non-agricultural at the request of the owner
Land on which a sub-division plat is recorded
Land which is purchased for a price three or more times the agricultural appraisal
placed on the land

CONSERVATION LANDS

Florida provides two avenues of property tax relief for conservation easements,
environmentally endangered lands, and other conservation areas that retain the natural
landscape and ecosystem. The first is a conservation land Classification. The second is a
property tax Exemption.

To qualify for either the classification or the exemption, an application must be filed with
the Property Appraiser between January 1 and March 1 of the tax year. To learn more
please click here.

PENALTY

Any person who knowingly and willfully gives false information for the purpose of
claiming homestead exemption is guilty of a misdemeanor punishable by up to one (1) year
in prison and/or a $5,000 fine. 196.131, F.S.

Send exemption questions to Exemptions@leepa.org
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DECLARATION OF DOMICILE 

To the Clerk of the Circuit Court (County Comptroller) of Collier County, Florida. 

This is my declaration of domicile in the State of Florida that I am filing this day in accordance and in conformity with 
Section 222.17, Florida Statutes.  

FOR DOMICILIARIES OF THE STATE OF FLORIDA:  

I hereby declare that I reside in and maintain a place of abode at:  
 

(street and number)  

 , Florida  
(city and county)   

which place of abode I recognize and intend to maintain as my permanent home and, if I maintain another place or 
places of abode in some other state or states, I hereby declare that my above-described residence and abode in the 
State of Florida constitutes my predominant and principal home, and I intend to continue it permanently as such. I am, 
at the time of making this declaration, a bona fide resident of the State of Florida residing at:  

 

(street and number)  
 

 , Florida  
(city and county)    
 

I formerly resided at:  
 

 
(street and number)  

 
  

(city, county and state)   

 
and the place or places where I maintain another or other place or places of abode are as follows: (Here list 
street address, city, county, and state of any other place or places of abode.)  

 
(Signature)  

(Print Name)  

Sworn to and subscribed before me this  _______of _________________, ______     

 
Crystal K. Kinzel 
Clerk of the Circuit Court & Comptroller 
 

___________________________________ ___________________________________ 
(Signature of Deputy Clerk) (Signature of Notary Public, State of Florida) 
 

___________________________________ ___________________________________ 
(Printed Name of Deputy Clerk) (Print, type or stamp commissioned name of Notary Public) 

 

Personally known _____ or Produced Identification _______ 

(Check One)  

Type of identification produced   

       by means of __ physical presence or __ online notarization 
 

(See reverse side for Domiciliaries of States Other than the State of Florida) 



Rev. 01/2020 DR  

FOR DOMICILIARIES OF STATES OTHER THAN THE STATE OF FLORIDA: 
 
I hereby declare that my domicile is in the State of _____________________   and that I intend to permanently  
continue and maintain my domicile in such state. At the time of making this declaration I am a bona fide 
resident of the State of  _____________.  My place of abode within the State of Florida, if any, is as follows: 
(Here list street address, city, and county of place of abode in Florida.)  

 

 
(Person making declaration may also include such other and further facts with reference to any acts done or 
performed by such person which such person desires or intends not to be construed as evidencing any intention 
to establish his/her domicile within the State of Florida.)  

 

 
 

(Signature)  

 
(Print) 
 

Sworn to and subscribed before me this ______of __________________, ______    , 
 

Crystal K. Kinzel 
Clerk of the Circuit Court & Comptroller 
 

___________________________________ __________________________________ 
(Signature of Deputy Clerk) (Signature of Notary Public, State of Florida) 
 

___________________________________ ___________________________________ 
(Printed Name of Deputy Clerk) (Print, type or stamp commissioned name of Notary Public) 

 

Personally Known _____ or Produced Identification _______by 

means of __ physical presence or __ online notarization 

(Check One)  

 

Type of Identification Produced ____________________ 
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